
Name: ______________________________________ Date: _____________ 
 

Explorers Study Guide 

1. In the boxes below, order the explorers from earliest (1) to  

latest (5).  Then, write a sentence that explains why each explorer 

below is famous. 

 Eric the Red He was a Viking who was known for having a hot temper.  

Because he couldn’t live peacefully, he was banished from Northern England.  
He settled on Iceland and Greenland with his family, including his son, Leif 
Ericson. 

 Christopher Columbus  He decided to sail west in search of a faster 

water route to Asia.  In Asia, merchants could find gold and spices—items 
that were highly valued in Europe.   

 Francisco Pizarro He defeated the Inca Empire by surrounding their 

village during a party (even though he said he would come unarmed). 

 Amerigo Vespucci He was an explorer and a mapmaker.  He started to 

realize that Columbus had NOT found India but a new continent.  He added 
the continent to his maps. 

 Leif Ericson He was Eric the Red’s son.  He sailed west to find wood 

(since there wasn’t much on Greenland), and landed in Canada. 

 Hernando Cortes He was a fierce conquistador who conquered the 

Aztec tribe.  They mistaken thought he was a powerful god and were fearful 
of him. 

  



Name: ______________________________________ Date: _____________ 
 

Write a definition for each word below. 

2. expedition a journey of exploration 

3. viking a fierce warrior who traveled around Northern Europe 

4. conquistador a Spanish explorer who conquered other nations 

5. ally a friend 

6. colony a region ruled by a far away country 

 

7. Why did Columbus sail west, and why were people worried he 

wouldn’t survive his trip? 

People thought his idea was foolish, since they didn’t know that America was 
in between Europe and Asia.  They thought he would run out of water or 
food, or die because of sea monster or terrible weather. 

8. Why did Columbus name the Native Americans “Indians?” 

He thought he was in India.  He didn’t realize that it was a whole new world. 

9. How did America get its name? 

It was named for Amerigo Vespucci, the first mapmaker to realize Columbus 

discovered a new continent. 

10. Which of the following explorers do you think is the best role 

model: Columbus, Vespucci, or Cortes?  Support your answer with 

at least 2 specific details. 

Answers vary. 

11. Who do you think deserves the credit for “discovering” America?  

Support your answer with at least 2 specific reasons. 

Answers vary. 

 


